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says that their palace at Rome was so costly that no  one  could   buy  it  until   the   barbarians  had reduced its value.    However, scattering gold on 'the poor and religious clergy' as they travelled, they passed   through  Sicily  and   Carthage,   and settled at Thagaste.    There they continued  their benefactions,  founding   a   monastery  of   eighty monks and a convent of one hundred and  thirty nuns, and spending vast sums in ' making converts.'    They were naturally eager to see Augustine, but he explained  in a letter to Melania thut the severity of the  winter  prevented  him   from coming,   besides   that,    he   candidly   added,   his congregation   were   already   f most   dangerously scandalised'   at   his   frequent   absence.      I lencc Pinianus and his wife came to see him at Hippo, •and  there occurred   one  of the  curious   scenes which enliven the church life of those informal days.
The people of Hippo were well acquainted with the wealth and generosity of J'inianus, ami one day when he and Melania were at service in the basilica, they began to demand him for their priest. Pinianus seems to have had some previous experience of this kind, for he had in advance secured a promise on oath from